Nottingham City Council

Would you like an Allotment?
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Allotment Application 
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Thinking of renting an allotment?

People take on an allotment for many different reasons. Growing your own fruit and vegetables means you can get fresh, great tasting seasonal produce. You may choose to grow organically, or grow unusual varieties that are hard to find or expensive in the shops. 

Having an allotment is a healthy outdoor pursuit which can improve your health and lower stress levels. Allotment gardening can be therapeutic and is a great way to meet people who share the same interests. 

Growing your own food also means that you’re helping the environment, by reducing the energy use and pollution from the transport and packaging industry connected to shop bought food and hopefully you will want to encourage wildlife on your plot.

Before you apply 

Renting an allotment and making it productive is a year-round commitment, it may be challenging to begin with and can be physically hard work. Demand for available plots is high and failure to keep the allotment well cultivated may mean that you will lose your plot. Before you apply please read the notes below and take some time to consider if you are able to spare the time needed. If you have not gardened before, perhaps you could help a friend with their plot or volunteer at a community garden or school allotment whilst you are on the waiting list for your Allotment.

How to apply

Use the Allotment location map attached to find the sites that are either closest to you or you can get to easiest. Please use our website Allotments - Nottingham City Council and fill out the form taking the time to ensure you give us all the relevant information so that we can find you the right plot for you. Depending on which sites you are interested in, the waiting list process may differ. You may sit on the waiting list of both Association run sites and Direct let sites at the same time, but be realistic about which site you could travel to on a weekly basis. Once we receive your application, we will send you an acknowledgement within one month. 
About Nottingham’s allotment sites

There are three different types of allotment site in the City of Nottingham 

· Nottingham City Council directly managed sites

· Association sites Independently run by Volunteers
· Privately owned sites – the Council have no involvement with these.
Please see the website map for locations

Direct Let Allotments

These sites are run directly by the Allotment Service. If you are interested in one of these sites, please tell us which ones on the form, your details will then be added to our database.  We will contact you when you are at the top of the waiting list and a plot becomes available, we will arrange a site visit and if you want the plot, we will send you a tenancy agreement for signing, at this point you will be invited for a second viewing and given the keys so you can get started on the plot.  Please note that for allotment plots rented directly from the Council priority will be given to residents of the City of Nottingham and only when there is no waiting list on a site will non-residents be permitted to take on a plot.

Association Run Sites

Over 70% of the city’s allotment plots are on allotment sites run by Associations; these sites are administered by volunteers, who are plot holders themselves. The Associations have their own site rules and regulations and waiting list criteria, their pricing policy may differ slightly too. The City Council Allotment team does an annual inspection of the sites to ensure the site is being managed in accordance with their lease.  If you are interested in a site run by an Association, please let us know by ticking the appropriate boxes and your details will be passed direct to the Association. 
Private Sites

There are a small number of privately owned sites in the City. Unfortunately, Nottingham City Council doesn’t hold detailed information about vacancies on these sites or how to get a plot. If there is a site, you know about you should contact them directly.

What is a tenancy agreement?

The tenancy agreement is a legally binding contract made between you and the Council or the Allotment association, which outlines what is expected from both parties. It is important to read your tenancy agreement as breaking the contract can result in the Council/ Association issuing breach notices and ultimately regaining tenancy of the allotment plot. In addition to the tenancy agreement, City Council direct let sites also provide an Allotment Handbook which offers guidance on what is permitted on the site and some suggests on how to manage your plot. Please contact us for a copy.
How much will it cost?

The cost of the plot will vary depending on its size: If it is rented directly from the Council as of April 2024 it is 46p per sq/meter. Direct let sites have a metered water supply and you will pay proportionally for the water used across the allotment site, which we hope will encourage water conservation. You will be invoiced for the rent annually, however even if you don’t receive a bill for some reason, you are still responsible for the rent payment. We do offer a 25% discount to people over pensionable age, and 50% discount for low income and people receiving some disability benefits.  

Association rents are very similar, but they might vary slightly depending on the site and the facilities they may offer. 

Other Opportunities 

If you wish to get involved with a growing food projec before an allotment plot becomes available, there a number of community gardens and food growing projects across the city.   https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/nottingham-growing-network  you can access.
Allotment Services


Nottingham City Council


Woodthorpe Grange


Woodthorpe Drive


Nottingham NG5 4HA


0115 9152727


Allotment.office@nottinghamcity.gov.uk





Allotment Services


Parks and Open Spaces


Nottingham City Council


Woodthorpe Grange


Woodthorpe Drive


Nottingham, NG5 4HA


0115 915 2727
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