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Memo


	
	Councillor Jon Collins
Leader

Nottingham City Council

Loxley House
Station Street

Nottingham NG2 3NG
D/L: 0115 8763783
Email: officeofcllrjoncollins@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


	
	Mr John Mann MP

68a Carlton Road

Worksop

Nottinghamshire

S80 1PH


	


2nd October 2014 
Dear John
 
Re: Historic Allegations of Abuse
 
Thank you for your letter. Apologies for the delay in responding to you personally but, as you know, I’ve been away from the UK on Council business. 

Let me begin by stating how seriously we take the allegations of abuse. Children’s homes should be a place of safety. Harm of any kind is an appalling abuse of duty and trust. The City Council will not shy away from these historic allegations and, with the Police, is committed to bringing perpetrators to justice and ensuring professional standards are upheld.

Perhaps you would benefit from being aware of the extent of our commitment to date:
· We are supporting the process for civil claims for compensation centring on Beechwood Community Home. On legal advice and in consultation with our insurers, both Councils have settled 25 civil claims with alleged victims, without any admission of liability. Four of these fell into the period when homes were managed by Nottingham City Council and 21 fell into the period when the homes were managed by Nottinghamshire County Council.

· Since August 2010 we have been working collaboratively with the Police and Nottinghamshire County Council to support Operation Daybreak. We are devoting significant resources to it, and if wrongdoing is established in the criminal process or civil proceedings we are committed to taking appropriate action.

· In addition to Operation Daybreak and the civil claims there is a strategic group (Gold Group) of Local Authority Directors, senior Police and Health colleagues supporting all aspects of these investigations, including victim support where this is required. 

· My colleague Cllr David Mellen wrote to you in my absence to reassure you of the open and transparent nature of our communications. Our recent Arrow magazine has ensured that every household in the City has received a message from myself about this issue. All City MPs and Councillors have been briefed.

· The City Council will continue to work with Nottinghamshire County Council to support Operation Daybreak. The Council has also welcomed the Police and Crime Commissioner Paddy Tipping's call for an independent review of historic abuse. This was a joint decision reached between the Chief Executives at the County and City Councils, the PCC and the Chief Constable. The independent review will commence once the active Police investigation is complete. 

· The methodology for the review and the terms of reference are currently being developed. I am aware that you will be meeting with colleagues from Nottinghamshire County Council to contribute towards these discussions. We look forward to receiving this input and will of course work with you, and with all stakeholders, to move the investigation forward in partnership.

Our sole objective is to see justice done and to help victims get closure. We stand alongside you and share your determination to investigate what went wrong in the past, how this was able to happen and what needs to be done now to put it right.

I would welcome a meeting with you and we shall make the arrangements for this. I look forward to seeing you as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely
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Councillor Jon Collins



Leader - Nottingham City Council


cc to:  All Nottingham City Members of Parliament 
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