NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL - 8 SEPTEMBER 2014 
REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION
BROXTOWE BOROUGH, GEDLING BOROUGH AND NOTTINGHAM CITY ALIGNED CORE STRATEGY ADOPTION
	1
	SUMMARY

	
	

	1.1
	To request that Council adopt the Broxtowe Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City Aligned Core Strategy and delete several policies in the Adopted Local Plan, as supported by the findings of the independent examination into the submission version of the Aligned Core Strategy. 

	
	

	2
	RECOMMENDATIONS

	
	

	2.1
	It is recommended that Council: 
(a) adopts the Broxtowe Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City Aligned Core Strategy; 

(b) delete the policies in the Adopted Local Plan identified in Appendix E of the Core Strategy; and 

(c) delegates authority to the Portfolio Holder in consultation with the Policy and Research Manager to make any final minor changes required to correct typographical or other errors.

	
	

	3
	REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS (INCLUDING OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION)

	
	

	3.1
	To ensure that the Council is able to fulfil its statutory function as the Local Planning Authority for Nottingham.  

	
	

	4
	OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS

	
	

	4.1
	The City Council has a statutory duty to prepare and maintain an up to date Local Plan, of which the Aligned Core Strategy is part.  The only alternative would be not to adopt the Aligned Core Strategy which would result in policies becoming out of date and the lack of an appropriate local policy framework for future development decisions.

	
	

	5
	BACKGROUND

	
	

	5.1
	Nottingham City in partnership with Broxtowe Borough Council and Gedling Borough Council have been jointly preparing Aligned Core Strategies (also known as the Part 1 Local Plans) which cover their combined administrative areas to 2028.  The Aligned Core Strategy for Nottingham City sets a strategic planning framework for the City, including the broad scale and location of housing and economic growth over that period, together with supporting infrastructure and how environmental matters will considered. The Aligned Core Strategy, the Inspector’s Report and related documentation are available from Constitutional Services and at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/localplan. 

	
	

	5.2
	The Aligned Core Strategy was published for public consultation, and then submitted for public examination along with the consultation responses on 7 June 2013.  From that date the Aligned Core Strategy was considered by the appointed independent Planning Inspector both on its own merits and against the representations received. This examination included public hearings held between 15 and 17 October, 5 and 7, 12 and 13 November 2013, and 11 and 13 February 2014.

	
	

	5.3
	Following the hearings the three Councils consulted upon a series of Main Modifications to the Aligned Core Strategy, and this exercise was undertaken between 17 March and 30 April 2014. On 24 July 2014 the Planning Inspector issued her report. This concluded that, subject to all the modifications previously consulted upon (except one relating to Gedling Borough), the Aligned Core Strategy was sound, and can be adopted by the City Council.

	
	

	5.4
	Modifications have been made to the Aligned Core Strategy submission version in accordance with the Inspector’s report (see the appendix to of the Inspector’s report). Significant changes include: 
•
Insert a new Policy A to confirm the presumption in favour of sustainable development. 

•
Modify Policy 1: Climate Change to clarify what is expected from developers to move towards a low carbon future, and to provide reassurance that the viability and feasibility of so doing will be taken into consideration when development is proposed. 

•
Modify Policy 2 and its supporting text so that the housing delivery figures reflect the most up-to-date housing trajectory to meet the objectively assessed housing need for the area and are not presented as phased stages which will constrain the provision of new housing, and so that the calculation of 5 year land supply is explained in accordance with the NPPF. 

•
Modify Policy 2 to state that development in the vicinity of the proposed HS2 station at Toton should accommodate at least 500 homes, Teal Close, Netherfield should provide 830 homes and the Gedling Colliery/Chase Farm site at least 600 homes.  The numbers of new homes planned in or adjoining named key settlements should be modified so that the strategy of urban concentration in or adjoining the main built up area of Nottingham and regeneration is given due emphasis.  The proposed modification to reduce the number of new homes at Bestwood Village should not be made.

•
Modify Policy 2 and its supporting text to indicate that measures will be taken to review the Aligned Core Strategies if new Government household projections show that they no longer reflect the objective assessment of housing need.  Add a new Section 20 to strengthen monitoring arrangements.

•
Modify Policy 3: The Green Belt to ensure that a sequential approach is followed when Green Belt boundaries are reviewed in the Part 2 Local Plans and sites for development selected, giving maximum protection to Green Belt land.

•
Modify Policy 7 to clarify that a proactive approach will be taken to encourage the regeneration of previously developed land including the use of Compulsory Purchase powers for land assembly.
•
Modify Policy 8 to clarify approach to Houses in Multiple Occupancy and Purpose Built Student Accommodation, to achieve consistency with national policy and positive planning.

	
	

	5.5
	The new Aligned Core Strategy policies supersede a number of existing Saved Local Plan Policies which consequently should be deleted, along with a few policies that are no longer required. The revised Local Plan Policies are shown in appendix E of the Aligned Core Strategy.

	
	

	6
	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (INCLUDING VALUE FOR MONEY)

	
	

	6.1
	There are no direct financial implications from the report as the costs of this activity will be met from existing resources earmarked for this purpose.

	
	

	7
	RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES (INCLUDING LEGAL IMPLICATIONS, CRIME AND DISORDER ACT IMPLICATIONS)

	
	

	7.1
	There are no direct legal implications arising from this report.

	
	

	7.2
	As indicated in the main body of the report, the Council is under a statutory duty to produce a Local Plan of which the Aligned Core Strategy is part. Requirements relating to the production and adoption of Local Plan documents are prescribed by Regulations. Under the Local Authorities (Functions and Responsibilities) (England) Regulations 2000 (as amended) and the Council’s constitution adoption of a Local Plan is a matter for full Council.

	
	

	8
	EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

	
	

	8.1
	Has the equality impact been assessed?

	
	Yes – EIA attached at appendix A.

	
	

	9
	LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS OTHER THAN PUBLISHED WORKS OR THOSE DISCLOSING CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT INFORMATION

	
	

	9.1
	Broxtowe Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City Aligned Core Strategy (Part 1 Local Plan)

	
	

	10
	PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN COMPILING THIS REPORT

	
	

	10.1
	Report on the Examination of the Greater Nottingham – Broxtowe, Borough, Gedling Borough and Nottingham City Aligned Core Strategy (July 2014)

	
	

	10.2
	Nottingham Local Plan (November 2005)

	
	

	10.3
	Report of the Portfolio Holder for Planning and Transportation, Nottingham City Aligned Core Strategy, Submission To The Secretary Of State (City Council, 11 February 2013)


COUNCILLOR JANE URQUHART
PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION
